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Wa s t e  
m a n a ge m e n t  in  
n u m b e r s  

• Inhabitants: 9 797 561 
• MSW/year: 3 746 000 t
• Bio-waste/Year: 1 013 000 t (27% of the 

MSW – as of National Waste Management 
Plan)

• Bio-waste separate collection: 236 000 t 
(24 kg/inhabitant/year)

• EU average bio-waste generated: 40 
kg/inhabitant/year

Hungary 
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Wa s t e  
m a n a ge m e n t  in  
n u m b e r s  2.

• MSW: 
• 49% is landfilled, 
• 37% is treated, 
• 13% is energy recovery
• 30% is separately collected 

(official data from 2018) 

• EU rate 2025 for MSW recovery: 55%

• 2035 goal to decrease the landfilled 
amount to 10%

Hungary 
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Id e n t ifie d  ch a lle n ge s  

There  a re  exam ples for collection and trea tm ent of 
1. No m ode l for a  system ic approach bio-waste  but the re  is  no obliga tion and no system ic 

lega l approach
Collection of ga rden waste  – green waste  – is genera l, 

2. Bio-waste  is  a  m ixed waste  type but the re  is  no diffe rentia tion in  bio-waste  collection 
and trea tm ent. 
The  present collection ne twork is  unable  to  cover bio-

3. Lack of capacity waste . Trea tm ent facilitie s cover 24% of the  ta rge t 

4.

5.

collections. 
MSW collection is  underfinanced. Bio-waste  Lack of finances – cha llenges in  trea tm ent plants a re  under vindictive  tax in  financing se lling to  the  m arke t 

No re liable  da ta  of bio-waste  genera tion, on Lack of da ta com position and on trea tm ent options

case  of 
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Id e n t ifie d  ch a lle n ge s  

6.

7.

There  is  no qua lity standard in  use  for com post and Lack of com post m arke t and qua lity for fe rm enta tion m ate ria ls No m arke t rules for bio-rules waste , products – except from  the  energy genera ted. 

No clea r m arke t for energy There  a re  70-75 diffe rent size  of bio-gas or biom ass 
genera ted facilitie s in  the  country but the ir regula tion is  unclea r  

Hom e com posting is  done  in  the  countryside  m ostly,
8. Lack of hom e com posting but it  is  not wide-spread. App. 135.000 tons a re  

9.

10.

com posted a t hom es. 
MSW trea tm ent is app 37% goa l to  2025 is  55%, 2030 Underachievem ent of the  EU is 60% and 2035 is 65% - it is  im possible  to  achieve  ta rge ts without bio-waste

In 2018 49% of the  MSW has been landfilled. By 2035 High am ount of landfilled waste it sha ll be  decreased to  10% m ax. 



Su cce s s  cr it e r ia  fo r  b io -w a s t e  s ys t e m  

Meet the EU targets
2024
2030
2035

 Investment costs are identified, assured and 
accessible 

 Implementation of the bio-waste 
system is quick and efficient 

 Quality material collection – well 
designed collection system 

 Low operation and maintenance costs for 
collection and treatment 

 Real treatment – marketable products and a 
real market for the products is created

 Implementation differs in high 
density cities and in the 
countryside 

 Easy operations to assure high 
level of participation 

 Long term planning including system 
thinking 



A u n iq u e  s o lu t ion
Wa s t e  con ce s s ion  

• Concession for waste related activities has 
been contracted
• Operation starts from 2023 July (DRS 

from 2024) 
• 35 years
• For-profit 
• Responsibility to reach EU and Hungarian 

targets

• Waste streams: MSW – including bio-
waste, EPR (packaging, WEEE, 
Accumulators, batteries, tyres, oils, textiles, 
wooden furniture) DRS

• Exclusive right to the activities: collection, 
organization, pre-treatment, trading

• Ownership of waste - Concessor

Hungary 
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A u n iq u e  s o lu t ion
Wa s t e  con ce s s ion  

• Concessor is responsible 
• To create the collection and pre-treatment of bio-

waste (Scope of bio-waste under question)
• Reach EU targets for separate collection, sorting, 

diverting from landfill and treatment
• Owns the waste collected 
• Has the exclusive right to trade with waste 
• May subcontract collectors
• Shall contract treatment facilities

• No plans are known at present about bio-
waste

• Energy recovery might be in focus

Hungary 
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glo b a lm e t h a n e .o r g

Dr. Krisztina We gne r
wegner.krisztina@gm ail.com
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Th a n k  Yo u  fo r  
yo u r  
a t t e n t io n !

https://www.globalmethane.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-methane-initiative-gmi-/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/globalmethane/
https://twitter.com/globalmethane?lang=en
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